LU { SLES WOTTI at jeast $i5 a
pound,” her owner declares di-
rectly to the audience). In another
scene, the ensemble sings a mov-
ing spiritual as the snap of a whip
(aimed atLida) can be heard.
Not the usual menu at the
Growing Stage, which is the only
professional resident children’s
theater in New Jersey. Another
sign that the Growing Stage is tar-
geting an expanded audience is
the presence of director John
| Pletrowski, longtime artistic direc-
tor of Playwrights Theater in
Madison, which is known for
more developmental (and
grownup) productions.
Pietrowsk, a skilled and experi-
enced director, is a “good get” for
the Growing Stage and right away
shows his knack for working with

my taste, but, along with her au-
thentic Southern accent, it fits the
time and place.

Fellow Growing Stage newcom-
er Sahirah Johnson’s accent
and singing were the equal of
Freeman’s. Although she looked a
bit young to play Lida’s mother,
she gave all of her many charac-
ters a gentle strength and pride.
So, too did Tony Robinson (seen
here previously in “The Life and
Adventures of Santa Claus”) as
Lida’s father. .

The ensemble sings harmonies
worth the price of admission while
Pietrowski navigatés them
through a complex series of
scenes, using only benches, bar-
rels, crates and quilts to serve as
both props and scenery. Their suc-
cess is evident by how easy they
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